






3 4
                    April 2011

People & Events Student Success  

Since MAEP took over the World Garden in August 
2004 when they opened the Erikson Adult Education 
Center location on Pearl Avenue, World Garden 
workshops have been held nearly monthly.  MAEP had 

agreed to maintain 
the garden and hold 
workshps as part of 
their lease with San 
Jose USD.  The garden 
was originally started 
by Erikson Elementary 
School parents and 
the local community 
before Erikson School 
closed in 2004.

The local community 
has continued to assist 

with gardening tasks by assisting  World Garden 
Coordinator Rita Bottini.  Bottini's 50+ gardening 
classes also help maintain the garden.  Vegetables 
from the garden are frequently harvested and donated 
to Second Harvest Food Bank.  The Master Gardeners 
of Santa Clara County have been extremely supportive 
by providing speakers and topics for the free monthly 
workshops, which sometimes draw more than 100 
attendees.  

Bottini said the flowers are blooming and vegetables 
are growing.  She hopes that SJUSD and the community 
will continue to care for the garden as it is a large part 
of the Erikson area community.

   

sky and Becky Pestarino facilitated the discussion 
on how flexibility has led to a crisis in California Adult 
Education Programs.  Representatives and adult educa-
tion leaders discussed Assembly Bill 189 and the sus-
tainability of adult education going forward. 

CCAE State President Mike Wada showed two pub-
lic service announcements by actors Edward James 
Olmos and George Takei aimed at the public and 
state legislature expressing their strong support for adult 
education.

AB189 passed through the Assembly Education Com-
mittee with a 7-5 vote after several members from the 
GetREAL Coalition voiced their support for the bill.  The 
bill now moves onto the Assembly Appropriations com-
mittee.

MAEP World Garden Winds Down
MAEP World Garden held its final workshop for the 
community on March 26.  The future of the World Garden 
is unknown because it will no longer be operated by 
MAEP.

CAROCP Conference
The California Association of Regional Occupational Centers and Programs (CAROCP) held its annual Spring Conference at CCOC on 
March 19.  The conference was a collaborative effort that involved the volunteer work of more than100 students and staff from MetroED.    
Every student in CCOC's Baking & Catering and Culinary Arts Programs prepared food for more than 140 guests.  Students from Small 
Business Management, Video Production, and Fire Science/First Responder also assisted on the day of the conference.

(Continued from page 3)
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Hillsdale Campus Construction Projects 
Begin
From now until the end of summer, the Hillsdale Campus 
will be a hub of construction activity as various projects 
at both CCOC and MAEP get underway.  Construction 
began in March on CCOC's Building 200 which is 
being transformed into the Health Careers Center as 

part of Proposition 
1D funds.  Also 
funded by Prop 
1D funds is the 
CCOC Building 
700 and 800 
projects. 

The Building 700 
project (Public 
Services Industry 
Sector) includes 
creating a model 

courtroom and a fire tower.    The Building 800 project 
(Hospitality, Tourism & Recreation Sector) will expand 
the Culinary Arts and Baking & Catering programs 
work area to include a simulated model restaurant.

Three unusable portables at the old MC Village site 
were demolished  on April 6 to make way for three 
new portables to expand the MC Village Adult Educa-
tion Center.  With the closing of both the Erikson and 
San Jose Adult Education Centers on July 1, more class-

rooms are needed due to MAEP's consolidation on the Hills-
dale Campus.

CCOC Carpentry Instructor, Kurt Cheetsos, has been 
taking advantage of the onsite construction by having his 
students frequently visit the construction sites to view firsthand 
what really happens during the construction process.

Other projects slated for completion by the end of the 
summer include replacing the 40 year old gas lines, and the 
repaving, restriping, and resealing of the parking lot.

CCOC Eighth Annual Custom & Classic Car 
Show Fundraiser for SkillsUSA
CCOC will hold its 8th Annual Custom & Classic Car show on 
May 13 from 5 to 8:30 p.m.  All proceeds benefit CCOC's 
SkillsUSA Club and the students competing in the annual 
SkillsUSA regional, state, and national competitions.

In 2010, more than 1,000 attendees came to see 286 entries 
in the annual event.  Event organizer and CCOC Auto Body 
Repair instructor, Robert McTaggart, said that this year's 
show will be even bigger.  Attendance and participation in 
the event has grown each year.

A $15 tax-deductible donation/fee is all it takes to exhibit a 
custom, classic, or vintage car, truck, motorcycle or bicycle 
in the CCOC auto show.  Those that wish to exhibit a vehicle 
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 MetroED Partner Spotlight

Each issue of MetroED News focuses on a different MetroED business partner which goes out of its way to help 
MetroED and its students succeed. This issue focuses on CalWORKs.

The California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to Kids 
Program (CalWORKS) and MetroED have a more than 20 year 
partnership of serving adults in Santa Clara County.  MetroED's 
Metropolitan Adult Education Program (MAEP) serves the largest 
portion of CalWORKs recipients who are referred to adult 
education in Santa Clara County.  

CalWORKS is a huge supporter of MAEP and the 
services it provides, MAEP CalWORKS Program 
Lead, Karen Enzensperger, said.  "Whenever 
we ask for assistance with something, they are 
there for us."

Recently, CalWORKS representatives from Santa 
Clara County showed their support by speaking 
at all of the SJUSD Board meetings which had 
agenda items regarding cutting the adult education budget that 
funds MAEP.  Representatives from CalWORKs also routinely 
attend MAEP's Advisory Committee meetings and participate in 
MAEP's Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) 
accreditation process.  

CalWORKS provides funding for all of the CalWORKs site 
representatives that work at the MAEP Erikson Adult Center, 
MAEP San Jose Adult Center, the MAEP Metropolitan Adult 
Center, and Central County Occupational Center (CCOC).  

CalWORKs students are generally between the 
ages of 18 to 45 and are referred to MetroED so 
that the District can provide one on one counseling 
to each student to help guide and support them 
each step of the way towards their academic, 
financial, and family goals.  CalWORKs Case 
Managers work closely together to provide a 
safety net to assist students in their success in the 
learning environment.  

CalWORKs also funds the STEPS Program at MAEP.  
The STEPS Program provides CalWORKs compliant activities to 
CalWORKs recipients who are waiting to begin their assigned 
activities or are on a school break.  MetroED is grateful to have 
a community partner such as CalWORKs.  Their support of 
MetroED and its programs is a win-win situation for the district 
and its students.  Thank you CalWORKS for your support!
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pay at the gate the night of the event.  No pre-registration 
is required.  Exhibitors will receive one free meal.

Admittance is free for spectators and they may purchase 
food and drink at the car show. Food will be prepared by 
CCOC's Baking & Catering and Culinary Arts Programs.

Spectators also get to vote for what their favorites are in 
eight different categories:  best car, best motorcycle, best 
bike, best car under construction, best truck, best club par-
ticipation, best engine, and the best paint job in the show.  
Several CCOC students will also showcase their cars that 
they worked on while attending CCOC.

Metropolitan 
Education District
760 Hillsdale Avenue
San Jose CA 95136-1190

MetroED is the largest career-oriented organization comprised 
of high school and adult career-technical, academic and com-
munity programs. It annually provides more than 20,000 diverse 
students with the skills to help them be productive, income-
earning and tax-paying contributors to Santa Clara County.

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
PERMIT NO. 264
SAN JOSE, CALIF

What could you be?What could you be?

Summary:
 •  MAEP will provide a leaner, more efficient program.  
 •  All MAEP classes will be offered on the Hillsdale Campus
 •  �Teachers will be provided upgraded teaching resources as the 

MC Annex portables being remodeled or replaced.
 •  �MC Center Facilities are scheduled to be used morning, 

afternoon, and evening
 •  Reserves will be utilized to keep programs open
 •  �MAEP will continue to provide outstanding service to the com-

munity and its students

(Continued from page 1)

MetroED Fall Class Schedule
Effective July 1, the MetroED Schedule of Classes will be 
available online only at www.MetroED.net.  Due to 
the downsizing of MAEP because of budget cuts, MetroED 
can no longer afford to print the schedule of classes.  The 
savings from not printing the schedule is approximately 
$99,000 per year with postage.

The MetroED Schedule of Classes for fall will be available 
online by the end of July.  Registration dates have not 
been announced yet but registration for both CCOC and 
MAEP begins in early August.  

(Continued from page 5)




